
 
 
From: Bill Smith <kvpltd@aol.com>  
Sent: 07 October 2019 14:23 
To: peter.hulme2@btinternet.com; donwales@me.com; wbjohn@yahoo.com; 
richard_sarah181105@btinternet.com; jordanaspin@hotmail.com 
Cc: jeffcarroll@btinternet.com; ginaqso@aol.com; p.roperhall@gmail.com 
Subject: Re: Ruskin Museum Bluebird wing floor 
 
Dear All,  
 
Firstly, re the floor - it would have been useful to have some proper data there because four or six 
stands is a 50% margin for error and therefore a 50% uplift in cost not to mention the apparent 
unknowns so I think we ought to park the floor loading question just for now. Interesting about the 
underfloor heating - presumably there's a drawing and a spec for this so ground anchors can be put 
into the floor without creating a geyser of hot water. I say this because the barriers around K7 will 
have to be firmly fixed to the floor and yet be removable at the same time so the floor loading question 
can be addressed more thoroughly as part of that exercise (we'll soon find out what it's made of when 
the first drill goes through it) and if we know where the heating coils are we can endeavour to avoid 
them when we load the floor. Having now gained some experience of handling the boat on her cradle 
our view is that she won't simply wheel into the space through the access door. There just isn't 
enough turning authority and we rather painfully discovered that until you get those 12ft long 
sponsons through a door in a very straight line there's no turning allowed so she will probably need to 
be lifted and dollied through 90 degrees once inside (though we've not looked into this exhaustively so 
we may be wrong) so again, the floor will have to be considered if additional ground-handling 
processes and/or equipment has to be designed. Presumably you have budget to begin generating 
what's needed for the handling and display so once you get on a roll just ask or have your people ask 
if there's anything you need from our end with regard to handling.  
Another thing I've meant to ask - we don't know whether you have any old compasses or watches or 
old green bottles coloured with uranium dioxide in which case you will have your Radiation Protection 
Supervisor already up to speed and the relevant paperwork in place but if not you need to be looking 
into what compliance with IIR17 you need to house Cold-War era radium instruments and 
magnesium-thorium castings as part of the collection. Should just be a formality but rules are rules... 
Jordan is our radiation man because of his extensive work at Sellafield and now on nuclear 
submarines at Barrow so I'm sure he can point you in the right direction though not from a museum 
perspective. He ought to be available on the 19th but he too has crocked his leg whilst walking about - 
what is it with everyone? 
 
Re the 19th - we're still up for it. The ownership should not affect working together as a team in any 
way and we view it as an irrelevant detail in a sea of more pressing matters at the moment anyway. 
We've always been open to discussion about donating all our hard work but we feel now is not the 
time: but now very much is the time to discuss plans for next year as time is relentlessly slipping 
under the bridge and since our last meeting nothing has happened. Let us know if it's on and we'll 
round up the troops and come over - it's a lot easier on a Saturday. 
 
Cheers, 
Bill 
 

 


